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This is one of many sections that contain information, photos, newspaper articles, internet items, etc. 
of the St. Matthews area.  Many of the items came from Al Ring’s personal collections but many peo-
ple have helped and I have tried to give credit where I can.  
 

The purpose of this “collection” was to create the history of St. Matthews, Kentucky.  Being retired I 
now have time to do many of the things I have always wanted, this project is just one of them.  
  
All graphics have been improved to make the resolution as good as possible, but the reader should 
remember that many came from copies of old newspaper articles and photos.   Credit to the source of 
the photos, etc. is provided whenever it was available.  We realize that many items are not identified 
and regret that we weren’t able to provide this information.  As far as the newspaper articles that are 
not identified, 99% of them would have to be from one of three possible sources.  The Courier-
Journal, The Louisville Times or one of the Voice publications.  Books that we have used for some 
information include, Randy, Cactus, Uncle, Ed and the Golden age of Louisville Television, Wag-
gener High School Alumni Directory 1996, Waggener Traditional High School Alumni Directory 
2007, Memories of Fontaine Ferry Park, St. Matthews The Crossroads of Beargrass by Samuel W. 
Thomas, St. Matthews, 25 Years a City Two Centuries a Community, St. Matthews 1960-1995, Wag-
gener Lair’s 1958 to 1962, The Holy Warrior, Muhammad Ali, Louisville’s Own (An Illustrated En-
cyclopedia Of Louisville Area Recorded Pop Music From 1953 to 1983).  
 
 
Please use this information as a reference tool only.  If the reader uses any of the information for any 
purpose other than a reference tool, they should get permission from the source.   
  



Courtesy Al Ring collection.  
 

January 30, 1960:  The largest fire of the year occurred when J. P. Terry’s Texaco Station exploded and burned.  The 
explosion was caused by a gasoline leak in the garage that was ignited by a water heater.  Two cars in the garage at the 
time were destroyed and damage was estimated at $20,000.  3800 Lexington Road. 

 
 
 
 
 

St. Matthews & Surrounding Community:                      1960 



Courtesy Al Ring collection.  
 

I entered my 1955 Chevy convertible in the Car Show at the Fairgrounds.  I know several people 
helped me, but I just can’t remember the details. This car was quite well known in the St. Mat-
thews area.       This could have been summer 1961. 

 
 
 
 
 

St. Matthews & Surrounding Community:                      1960 



 

Photo courtesy of St. Matthews, The Crossroads of Beargrass, by Samuel W. Thomas, 1999.  
Caption-Aerial view showing Watterson Expressway before completion north of Shelbyville 
Road and the completed Shelbyville Road Plaza.  By Billy Davis, 7 July 1960, Louisville Since 
The Twenties, 192.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Photo courtesy of St. Matthews, The Crossroads of Beargrass, by Samuel W. Thomas, 1999.  
Caption-Meisner house and barn, now site of the Shelbyville Plaza.  View from Shelbyville 
Road just east of creek that borders the shopping center.  Photograph by Warren Kellar Fred-
erick about 1940.  University of Louisville Photographic Archives.   
 
 
 

St. Matthews & Surrounding Community:                     1960 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

St. Matthews & Surrounding Community:                         1960 

Courtesy of Bluegrass-St. Matthews Historical Society: 

Looking West, Willis Avenue crosses Shelbyville Road and becomes St. Matthews Avenue, August, 1960 
 

McDonald’s at Hikes Point, September, 1960 



 

Photo courtesy of St. Matthews, The Crossroads of Beargrass, by Samuel W. Thomas, 1999.  
Caption-Aerial view of the mall after its opening in the spring of 1962.  Edge of Oxmoor farm is 
in background.  Billy Davis collection.  University of Louisville Photographic Archives.   
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

St. Matthews & Surrounding Community:                        1960 

The Voice Of St. Matthews, January 21. 1960 

The Voice Of St. Matthews, June 16. 1960 



Courtesy The Voice Of St. Matthews: 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

St. Matthews & Surrounding Community:                        1960 

March 17, 1960 June 28, 1960 
August 11, 1960 



Courtesy The Voice Of St. Matthews: 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

St. Matthews & Surrounding Community:                        1960 

September 22, 1960 

October 6, 1960 

September 29, 1960 December 22, 1960 



Courtesy The Voice Of St. Matthews:           December 1,1960 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

St. Matthews & Surrounding Community:                        1960 

 



Courtesy The Voice Of St. Matthews:                           December 8, 1960 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

St. Matthews & Surrounding Community:                        1960 



Courtesy The Voice Of St. Matthews:   August 31, 1961 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

St. Matthews & Surrounding Community:                        1961 



Photos courtesy of 1961 Lair.  Shelbyville Road Plaza, St. Mathews, Seneca Park, Howard John-
son’s, Big Boy   
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

St. Matthews & Surrounding Community:                         1961 

 September 25, 1968, Local restaurant gutted by fire.  Courtesy Al Ring 



Photos courtesy Marie VanHoose Sayre: 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

St. Matthews & Surrounding Community:                         1961 

1961, Warren E. VanHoose (61) & Cassandra (Colvin) Carr (62) 

Warren E. VanHoose (61), Marie D. 
VanHoose (60)   Pi Kappa Alpha  

National  Convention, Louisville, KY  



Courtesy The Voice of St. Matthews: 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

St. Matthews & Surrounding Community:                         1961 

January 5, 1961                                                Below March 2, 1961 



Courtesy The Voice of St. Matthews: 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

St. Matthews & Surrounding Community:                         1961 

June 1, 1961                         June 8, 1961 



Photos courtesy Al Ring. 

4601 Shelbyville Road, American Oil station in late 1950’s or early 60’s.  Became Al Ring 
American Service in 1965.  His first station. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
4300 Shelbyville Road, (Fairmeade Rd. & Shelbyville Rd.).  This picture is late 1965 or very 
early 1966.  Station would have been same through most of the 1950’s.  Al Ring bought the sta-
tion in December 1965.  Note new brick building in back which is Minnish & Potts Florists 
(Steve Potts (61) father and family were owners), has been replaced after fire April 14, 1965. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

St. Matthews & Surrounding Community:                   Early 60’s 



Photos courtesy of 1962 Lair.   
 

 
 
 
 

St. Matthews & Surrounding Community:                          1962 



Courtesy The Voice Of St. Matthews: 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

St. Matthews & Surrounding Community:                         1962 

January 11, 1962 

January 25, 1962 

January 25, 1962 



Courtesy The Voice Of St. Matthews:               February 12, 1962 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

St. Matthews & Surrounding Community:                         1962 



February 15, 1962 

Courtesy The Voice Of St. Matthews:               February 12, 1962 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

St. Matthews & Surrounding Community:                         1962 

 

February 15, 1962 



February 22, 1962 

Courtesy The Voice Of St. Matthews:                
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

St. Matthews & Surrounding Community:                         1962 

March 22, 1962 



April 22, 1962, 

Courtesy The Voice Of St. Matthews:                

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 
 

St. Matthews & Surrounding Community:                         1962 

March 22, 1962 

March 22, 1962 

 



May 10, 1962, 

Courtesy The Voice Of St. Matthews:                

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

St. Matthews & Surrounding Community:                         1962 

April 26, 1962 



June 21, 1962 

May 17, 1962, 

Courtesy The Voice Of St. Matthews:                

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

St. Matthews & Surrounding Community:                         1962 

June 7, 1962 

June 28, 1962, 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

St. Matthews & Surrounding Community:                         1962 

Courtesy of Bluegrass-St. Matthews Historical Society: 

Christ Methodist Church, May, 1962 
 
 



August 16, 1962 

July 5, 1962, 

Courtesy The Voice Of St. Matthews:                

 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

St. Matthews & Surrounding Community:                         1962 

Jul;y 12, 1962 

August 16, 1962, 

 



September 27, 1962 

Courtesy The Voice Of St. Matthews:                

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

St. Matthews & Surrounding Community:                         1962 

December 6, 1962 

October 11, 1962, 

 

 

August 23, 1962, 



Courtesy The Voice Of St. Matthews:                
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

St. Matthews & Surrounding Community:                         1962 

November 29, 1962 



January 24, 1963 

Courtesy The Voice Of St. Matthews:                
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

St. Matthews & Surrounding Community:                         1963 

January 24, 1963 



February 7, 1963 

Courtesy The Voice Of St. Matthews:                
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

St. Matthews & Surrounding Community:                         1963 

January 31, 1963 



February 14, 1963 

February 14, 1963 

Courtesy The Voice Of St. Matthews:                
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

St. Matthews & Surrounding Community:                         1963 

 
February 7, 1963 

February 14, 1963 



February 28, 1963 

February 28, 1963 

Courtesy The Voice Of St. Matthews:                

 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

St. Matthews & Surrounding Community:                         1963 

February 28, 1963 

 

February 28, 1963 

March 7, 1963 

March 14, 1963 



March 14, 1963 

April 25, 1963 

Courtesy The Voice Of St. Matthews:                
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

St. Matthews & Surrounding Community:                         1963 

March 14, 1963 

April 11, 1963 

March 14, 1963 



May 2, 1963 

Courtesy The Voice Of St. Matthews:                

 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

St. Matthews & Surrounding Community:                         1963 

May 9, 1963 

May 16,  1963 

June 6, 1963 



July 25, 1963 

August 8, 1963 

Courtesy The Voice Of St. Matthews:                

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

St. Matthews & Surrounding Community:                         1963 

July 18, 1963 

July 18, 1963 



Courtesy The Voice Of St. Matthews:                
 

 

St. Matthews & Surrounding Community:                         1963 

August 8, 1963 

 

 

August 8, 1963 

August 15, 1963 



September 26, 1963 

Courtesy The Voice Of St. Matthews:                

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

St. Matthews & Surrounding Community:                         1963 

September 12, 1963 

August 29, 1963 

September 19, 1963 



October 24, 1963, below 

Courtesy The Voice Of St. Matthews:                
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

St. Matthews & Surrounding Community:                         1963 

October 3, 1963 
October 10, 1963 



Courtesy The Voice Of St. Matthews:                
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

St. Matthews & Surrounding Community:                         1963 

November 28, 1963 

October 24, 1963 



Courtesy The Voice Of St. Matthews:                
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

St. Matthews & Surrounding Community:                         1963 

 
November 28, 1963 



Courtesy of 11/29/ & 12/ 6, 1963 Life from Al Ring collection.      Not much else to say!!!!!!! 
 
 
 
 
 

St. Matthews & Surrounding Community:                          1963 



December 26, 1963 Courtesy The Voice Of St. Matthews:                
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

St. Matthews & Surrounding Community:                         1963 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

St. Matthews & Surrounding Community:                         1964 

Courtesy of Bluegrass-St. Matthews Historical Society: 

January, 1964 
 



March 5, 1964 

January 16, 1964 

Courtesy The Voice Of St. Matthews:                

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

St. Matthews & Surrounding Community:                         1964 

January 30, 1964 
There goes our music!!!!! 

February 13, 1964 

January 9, 1964 



April 2, 1964 

March 12, 1964 

Courtesy The Voice Of St. Matthews:                

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

St. Matthews & Surrounding Community:                         1964 

March 12, 1964 



May 7, 1964 

Courtesy The Voice Of St. Matthews:                
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

St. Matthews & Surrounding Community:                         1964 

April 16, 1964 

 

August 13, 1964 



August 27, 1964 

Courtesy The Voice Of St. Matthews:                
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

St. Matthews & Surrounding Community:                         1964 

 
August 30, 1964 



September 24, 1964 

Courtesy The Voice Of St. Matthews:                

 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

St. Matthews & Surrounding Community:                         1964 

October 15, 1964 

October 15, 1964 

November 12, 1964 



October 29, 1964, 1964 

Courtesy The Voice Of St. Matthews:                

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

St. Matthews & Surrounding Community:                         1964 

November 19, 1964 

October 15, 1964 November 19, 1964 


